INTRODUCTION                     7

fast by a faith they refuse to verify, amongst the casters
of Jean Jacques to the dogs.

The first step in our historical inquiry must then be
to establish the actual conditions of the question, before
our own new criticism commences. And to this end,
let us examine how much truth belongs to the
assumption that the doctrine of Bousseau's detestable
private character is supported (1) by the verdict passed
upon him by his contemporaries, (2) by the decision of
his best informed and most competent critics, (3) by
the judgment passed upon his Confessions by the best
minds in an epoch when the events and personages
dealt with were still kept in remembrance; and when
the book was tried by the literary and moral standards
of the time when it was written.g many
